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Staying on top 

 
 

 

 

 
 

It not easy to be consistently up there at the top of our 

business year after year. Because, as everyone knows itôs 

the guys up there at the top that all the others in the business 

want to knock.  So it goes without saying that our professional 

teams come under more scrutiny than most in everything we do. 

And the great news is that we come out with flying colours every 

time our work is accessed. So much so, that we honestly believe 

that we are the very best ï the tops - in our business in Ireland. 
 

Part of the reason why we can say this with so much 

confidence and assurance is because itôs no secret that 

Skyway employs top quality engineers in our team.  Weôve also 

built up a very impressive track record of applying quality 

management systems and quality procedures to everything we 

do. Many of the safety solutions and systems that we introduce to 

our clients are not only of a vastly superior quality to anything  

available in the Irish marketplace, but time and time again we find 

ourselves in a position where we are developing solutions and 

equipments of leading international standard. So much so that we 

have applied for world-wide patents on a number of Skyway 

crafted and developed equipment. Have a look at page 3 of this 

newsletter and youôll see our latest rooftop ladder system. Itôs an 

absolute gem!  
 

We hope you enjoy this edition of Hi-Safe. If we can ever be of 

assistance to you with your safe-access height and rooftop 

problems, please let us know. Weôll be delighted to hear from 

you. 

 

 

 

 

 

New Appointment at Skyway 
Skyway are pleased to announce the 
appointment of Darryl Ratty as Quality 
Representative and Design Technician. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Darryl joins the Skyway Facilities Services 
team at an important time in the development 
and growth of the company.  
 

Welcoming Darrylôs appointment to the 
company, Mr Kieran Meeghan, Managing 
Director, Skyway, points out that under 
current Health & Safety Legislation and 
related Standards and Regulations, it is 
necessary that all safety systems installed are 
inspected, tested and recertified on an annual 
basis to ensure that they continue to perform 
to the highest standards and are safe to use.  
 

ñThis appointment is an important part of the 
development of Skyway as it confirms yet 
again our commitment to quality.ò 
 
 

 

 

 

 
Darryl Ratty  B.Sc (Qual. Man) (Hons), 

Dip (Mech. Eng) inspecting a Kingspan roof 
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The Gherkin ð London City 
 

The facade access for cleaning the windows on the Swiss Re 

building ï or the Gerkin as it is better known ï is invisible. The 

trained eye might just spot two parallel tracks, one above the 

other, running around the circumference of the building at the 

36th storey; these are the guides for the access equipment. But 

push a button and a Thunderbirds-style sequence will spring 

into action.  
 

A section of facade will swing out of the way, revealing a 

garage that takes up half the 36th floor. Inside is a mini-railway 

siding with three different machines.  
 

The one selected will be computer-guided along the rails and 

out of the building, where it attaches itself to the parallel tracks. 

All the operator has to do is climb in, ready for work.  
 

Two of the machines are conventional cradles suspended on cables,  

and are used to clean below level 36. Because the building is narrower here than at its widest point at level 17,a 

telescopic arm supports the cradle cables at level 36. This pushes the cradle out progressively as it descends. Below 

level 17, where the buildingôs circumference decreases, the operator will stitch the cables into the facade like a rock 

climber negotiating an overhang. The third machine is a cherry picker without wheels; its telescopic arm extends to 

the top of the dome from the tracks. 
 

Finally, there is special rescue trolley in case of problems such as power failure. Armed with a built-in generator, it can 

operate the hydraulic arm and cradle so the stranded operator can avoid spending a chilly night suspended in mid-air. 

 

 
Figure 1 The Gherkin 

 

Somebody has to come up with the solution for cleaning windows in many modern-

designed high-rise buildings. In Ireland that ôsomebodyõ is Skyways.  Our professional team 

of engineers are second to none ð anywhere! Talk to us ð anytime! 

Even the window cleaners were kept in the dark! 

New York's Citicorp Centre (915 feet tall, 59 stories, built in 1977) was the first 

U.S. skyscraper to contain a tuned mass damper in order to control the 

building's sway. The structure was also the site of a near catastrophe. During 

construction, instead of welding joints as originally specified, builders bolted 

them. A year after completion, with hurricane season fast approaching, the 

building's chief engineer discovered the change and realized the joints would 

be too weak to withstand hurricane-force winds, potentially leading to the 

building's collapse in a dense urban neighbourhood.  
 

To correct the problem, a team of workers was hired to weld two-inch-thick  

steel plates over each of the 200 bolted joints. Six weeks into the three-month  

repair job, Hurricane Ella was off the coast of North Carolina, headed for New  

York. Luckily, just hours before New York City was to face emergency evacuation, 

the hurricane veered out to sea. This crisis was kept secret from the public for almost 20 years. Even the window 

cleaners were kept in the dark. 

 

 
Citicorp Centre - New York City  

 

      The Gherkin with cradles in use and abseilers on top 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Proudly Sporting the Skyway 
Slogan on our Sleeves! 
 
óLeaders in Safety at Heightô. In recent 
months Skyway has been asked to 
consider taking on a number of important 
assignment in eastern European countries 
where in the current building boom the 
height of new buildings and the boundaries 
of creative architectôs design are being 
pushed to new limits every month. 
 

These are hugely exciting times for the 
Skyway team and we are very proud of the 
fact that our reputation for producing 
consistently top quality work is becoming 
known outside Ireland. 

 

Filling whatôs Empty 
a 60 second management lesson 

 

A Zen master took on a new student 

who had previously studied under 

several other masters. During their first 

encounter the student began to speak 

of his past studies and achievements. 
 

The master listened patiently until a  

servant appeared with a tray of tea.  

ñPlease pour the tea,ò the master  

instructed his apprentice. I will tell you when 

 to stop.ò 
 

The student eagerly seized the teapot and began to pour the tea into the 

masterôs cup. As the cup began to fill, the student began to slow his pour. 

 

Keep pouring,ò the master instructed as the tea spilled over the sides of 

the cup and on to the floor. ñBut the cup is fullò, the student responded as 

he drained the pot. ñThe tea has been wasted.ò 
 

ñYou have a lot in common with this cup,ò said the master. ñYou are 

already so full of knowledge that there is no room for more. Would my 

wisdom be wasted on you?ò 
 

The student looked down at his feet. 
 

ñDonôt despair. there is still hope,ò suggested the master, as he poured 

out all the tea from the cup onto the floor. ñAn empty cup can hold more 

than one that is already full.ò 
 

Sometimes in order to learn what you need to know, you need to forget 

what you think you know. 
 

Adapted from The Power of Paradox. 

Hasley Enterprises ï Worldwide. 

 

 

 

 

Good news for 

Architects & Designers 
Do you know that Skyway prides itself 

on providing a fully integrated service 

to all its clients.  

 

We work with architects and designers 

at pre-contract stage to provide fall 

prevention system designs, drawings, 

specifications, budget costs and Bill of 

Quantity descriptions.  

 

Every project is custom - designed to 

suit the building. Talk to us about your 

requirements at the design stage. Weôll 

be delighted to hear from you. 

 

Never forget 
The sun does not shine for a few trees and 

flowers, but for the wide worldôs joy. 

Henry Ward Beecher (1813-1887) Cleric. 

Skyway ï ISO-9001:2000 
leaders in quality 

 

At the beginning of May 2007, Skyway were the proud 

recipients of an ISO 9001:2000 certificate in recognition of 

the highest quality of management and procedural systems 

which we operate in the areas of: Quality Management 

System, Management Responsibility, Resource 

Management. Product Realisation, Measurement Analysis 

and improvement. 

 

 

 
The first step to success 
is to forget what you think 

you know 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wisdom & Wit 
JJJ 

 

Be cautious. Opportunity does the 

knocking for temptation too! 
                                                     A Batt ï Storyteller. 

 

K 
Living a life is like constructing a building: If 

you start wrong, youôll end up wrong. 
Willie Brady, JR. 

Builder and Developer. 

 

Where am I going? 

 

You have to trust your inner knowing. If 

you have a clear mind and an open heart, 

you wonôt have to search for direction. 

Direction will come to you. 

Hyperion. 

 

Nothing can be loved or hated unless it is 

first known. 

 
Leonardo Da Vinci (1452 ï 1519) 

 

JJJ 
 

Good advice 
 

ñWhat can I get for you today?ò asked the 

waiter. 
 

ñIôll take the meatloaf dinner and a bit of 

good advice,ò said the man seated in the 

booth. 
 

Minutes later the waiter returned with a hot 

plate of food. ñHere you go.ò 
 

ñHey, what about  the good advice I asked 

for?ò 
 

The waiter leaned down and whispered 

ñDonôt eat the meatloaf.ò 
 

Adapted from the Worldôs greatest collection of clean jokes. 

 

Think about it! 

 

A tongueôs slip is a truthôs revelation  
                                                                   Greek Proverb 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Under current Health & Safety Legislation and related 
Standards and Regulations, it is necessary that all safety 

systems installed are inspected, tested and recertified on an 
annual basis to ensure that they continue to perform to the 
highest standards and are safe to use.  
 

Some systems e.g., cradle system, require more regular 
inspections. 
 

Skyway Facilities Services offer this recertification service 

and our skilled, and fully trained engineers are always on 
hand to carry out these necessary inspections for you. We 
also test and inspect all personal protective equipment as 
part of our certification procedure. 

 
 
 
 
 
   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
You are always welcome to call Maura in our Facilities 
Services division at 046 924 1771 to discuss your 

recertification requirements in confidence with us. 
 

We'll be happy to give you full information about our 
recertification procedures for the type of equipment that you 
have. Alternatively you may e-mail us at maura@skyway.ie  
and we will contact you immediately to discuss your 
requirements.   
 

 

 

 

 

 

Skyway - 100% Irish owned 
Weôre Irish and proud of it. Our company constantly 

strives to reduce our dependence on imports, therefore 

an ever increasing number of components are 

manufactured locally, thus reducing the company's 

dependence on imports and create employment 

opportunities for local companies. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The problems  

& the Professionally Engineered Skyway Solutions 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1. As you can see from the picture 

above, the problem was one of how 

do you provide safe access to a roof 

like this. 

1. And the solution that 

the Skyway team of 

professional engineers 

came up with was to 

design and fit a very 

special access ladder. 

This access ladder 

complies with the highest 

standards of safety and 

security. 

The proven benefits of getting a 

professional 100% Irish-owned 

company like Skyway to access 

your rooftop problems and 

provide you with a professionally 

engineered solution can be seen 

from the fact that Skyway is the 

first choice of many of Irelandôs 

leading Architect and Engineer 

practices. 

 

The problems with the roof featured below were many 

1 Picture 1 shows you the roof before Skyway 

commenced work. 

2 Picture 2 will give you birdôs eye view of the rails, 

ladders and rooftop safety features that Skyway 

installed. 

3 Pictures 3 gives you a close-up of the safety railing ï 

how it can be positioned up or down to suit access and 

maintenance requirements. 
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